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Welcome to the 35th Annual K’amba Carnival!
The Kamba Carnival Committee welcomes you all to our  
35th annual K’amba Carnival March 2, 3, 4, 5, 2017, on 
K’atl’odeeche First Nation (KFN) (Hay River Reserve).

Once again it’s K’amba Carnival time. We all know this is 
always an exciting time for the people of the Hay River 
Reserve, the Town of Hay River, and all the visitors that 
come from the surrounding communities. Once again 
the Kamba Carnival Committee and K’atl’odeeche First 
Nation welcomes you all. 

Kamba Carnival is the biggest carnival in the Northwest 
Territories. Without sponsors and donations, our carnival 
would not be a success. Support from the numerous 
businesses around the North have made it possible for 
the Carnival every year.

Mahsi Cho to you all and to all the volunteers. A special 
thank you to Randy Buggins,  Sharon Pekok, Crystal 
Hope, Faye Johns, Kim Beaulieu, Beatrice Lepine, and 
Anthony Beck. We would also like to thank all the 
volunteers for their commitment and long hard hours of 
work in organizing the Carnival. Volunteers are the heart 
of this big event and deserve a big Mahsi Cho.

This year there is something for all ages, such as the  
talent shows and cultural events, and every year we have  
one bush woman and one bush man, whoever has the 
most points, wins a trophy and a prize. We encourage 
you all to come out to participate and enjoy all the 
events and performances. 

The Dog Team Races will once again be on the ice at the  
Old Village Ice Crossing and they will run the usual track 
up the Hay River. We hope all the racers and spectators 
have fun.

Good luck to everyone who will be participating in the 
events.

A Big Mahsi Cho to all the Queen Contestants for 
fundraising – it is so great to see you young ladies out 
there helping and having fun.

Mahsi Cho 
K’amba Carnival Committee 2017
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Welcome to all K’amba 
Carnival Revelers,

K’atl’odeeche First Nation 
(KFN) once again is proud 
to host the 35th K’amba 
Carnival. We know this is 
always an exciting time for 
the people of the Hay River 
Reserve, the Town of Hay 
River, and all the visitors 
that come from many 

points across the NWT, Alberta, British Columbia, and 
Saskatchewan. KFN welcomes you all to our land. 

I would like to thank the K’amba Carnival Committee  
and their many volunteers for the unwavering 
commitment and long hard hours of work in  
organizing the Carnival. Volunteers are the heart 
of K’amba’s success and they deserve a big  
THANK YOU!! I would like to offer a special thanks to  
Diane Tourangeau, this year’s Committee Chair, for her 
many years of dedication to make the Carnival a great 
event.

KFN has been supporting the K’amba Carnival to  
ensure that Dene Culture stays alive in our community. 
Many of the events showcase our Culture to the 
community and our visitors. We also host other events 
for fundraising, such as the Bingo and Talent Shows  
that are enjoyed by the people at home and from around  
the country. We encourage you all to come out to 
participate and enjoy all the events and performances. 

The Dog Team Races will once again begin on the ice at 
the Old Village Ice Crossing and run the usual track up 
the Hay River. We hope the racers and spectators enjoy 
this traditional event we started years ago. Good luck to 
all the racers. Our thanks to Beatrice Lepine for leading 
this event.

As Chief, it is my duty to remind visitors that the Hay 
River Reserve is an alcohol free community, and that 
there is a Prohibition Bylaw in place. I encourage the 
KFN members and all visitors to respect this by-law so 
that once again we ensure a safe and fun filled K’amba 
Carnival.

Once again, welcome and enjoy the KFN hospitality. 

Respectfully,

Roy Fabian
Chief Roy Fabian
The K’atl’odeeche First Nation

Message from the Chief
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Getting around the K'amba Carnival
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Wolf Drive

Wolf Drive

Wolverine Drive

Legend

Marten Road

Fox Road

1. Band Office
2. Chief Lamalice Complex
3. Chief Sunrise Education Centre
4. Chief Sunrise School Yard
5. KFN Community Arbour
6. Ehdah Cho Store

Reserve Highway

Beaver Road
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One of the most exciting and popular events at K’amba 
Carnival is the Hand Games competition, a tournament 
that brings together people to participate in and watch 
the ancient sport. The best Hand Games players from 
across the North will battle for the top spot as people 
cheer for their favourite teams.

The Hand Games are scheduled to start at 10 a.m. on 
March 4 at the Chief Lamalice Complex. The playoffs will 
take place on March 5, beginning at 11 a.m.

Teams of four players start in a kneeling position facing 
each other, and take turns guessing and hiding an object 
in their hands. The players may use a blanket or other 
cover to help hide their hands.

Then, the captain of the opposing team attempts 
to guess which closed hand is holding the object. If 
successful, a point is awarded to the guessing team. 
Players have the option of either holding their hands at 
their sides, or crossing their arms.

Twelve point sticks are up for grabs, with the winning 
team being the first to capture the majority of the sticks.

There are only four calls or hand signals used by the 
four-person teams. When a hand signal is made, players 
shout “Ho!” or “Hutch” or whistle sharply.

As the play takes place, drummers typically drum and 
chant in the background, heightening the excitement 
and urgency of the game.

Hand Games were traditionally played as a form of 
gambling between family, friends, and visitors, and 
players would wager for commodities.

Today, the game is played in many regions across 
the NWT, and is making a big comeback in popularity 
among youth.

Hand Games competition attracts big crowds
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This year marks the 35th year for K’amba Carnival.

Over all those years, the carnival has become one of 
Hay River’s premiere late-winter events by celebrating 
culture and community, and featuring traditional food 
and games for everyone to enjoy.

Crowd-favourite events, such as the Hand Games 
tournament and Dog Sled Races, return once again. At 
the Hand Games, players will be surrounded by crowds 
sharing in the excitement. At the races, the tracks will be 
lined with eager spectators watching the action.

If that isn’t enough to draw your interest, there are also 
pancake breakfasts, a country and western dance, an 
adult talent show, drum dances, a youth mini-carnival 
and more opportunities for fun.

Make sure to also check out the crowning of the K’amba 
Carnival Queen, a highlight of the festival.

Keep this guide with you as a reference for all the 
happenings going on this K’amba Carnival weekend, 
and to find out the best places to catch all the action.
The Hay River Hub has covered the Carnival since its 
humble beginnings and will continue to support the 
event for many years to come.

We would like to congratulate all the volunteers and 
K’atl’odeeche First Nation on 35 years of K’amba Carnival 
fun, and we look forward to 35 more!

K’amba Carnival Celebrates 35 Years
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2015: Shania Pierre2014: Leah Cayen

2013: Aela Beaulieu2012: Ashley Felker2011: Shaylynn St. Jean

2010: Michelle Graham2009: Meranda St. Jean

Queens of K’ambas Past
2008-2016

Photos courtesy of the K’atl’odeeche First Nation

2016: Tamara Graham 

2008: Jacqueline Buckley



K’AMBA CARNIVAL 2017 13

Kiana Masuzumi Sheena Yakinneah

Michelle Lafferty Krista LaFleur

It’s time 
to crown 
the 2017 
K’amba 
Queen!

K’amba Queen Hopefuls Ready 
to be Crowned this Weekend

This year there are four girls 
looking to wear the sash and 
crown:

Michelle Lafferty

Krista LaFleur

Kiana Masuzumi

Sheena Yakinneah

The honour of K’amba Queen 
is bestowed to the contestant 
who sells the most raffle 
tickets. These tickets are drawn 
for prizes at the end of the 
weekend, including a first prize 
pot of cash.

Funds from ticket sales are put 
towards next year’s carnival.

The winner will be crowned 
and presented with flowers  
at 5:00 p.m. on March 2nd, at 
the Chief Lamalice Complex 
on the Reserve.
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Excitement Awaits 
at Dog Sled Races

Dog Sled Facts
Sled Dog Breeds

Common northern sled dogs include: 

• Alaskan Husky 

• Alaskan Malamute

• Chinook 

• Inuit Sled Dog 

• Labrador Husky 

• Samoyed 

• Siberian Husky

Dog Commands

The most common commands used by 
mushers are: 

• Hike: Start pulling 

• Gee: Veer right

• Haw: Veer left

• Easy: Slow down

• Whoa: Stop

• On By: Pass another team or 
other distraction

Traditional and exciting, Dog Sled Races are one of the 
cornerstone events of K’amba Carnival.

You can get up close and see teams of dogs – of varying 
numbers from one to 12 animals – race on the frozen  
Hay River.

But it is, of course, an outdoor event, so check the 
temperature before you head down to the river to 
watch the Dog Sled Races, and dress appropriately. 
You’ll want to be extra warm.

The races begin at the Old Village Winter Crossing over 
the Hay River.

However, sometimes in the past, organizers have had 
to switch locations for the start of the race because of 
ice conditions. So check with officials and our guide 
map to make sure you have the best locations to catch 
all the action.

Pre-registration for the Dog Sled Races will begin 
on March 3 at 7 p.m. at the Elders Centre next to the 
Ehdah Cho Store.

The action will kick off at noon the next day, March 4, at 
the Old Village Winter Crossing with the 10-dog race, 
followed by a six-dog race at 2:30 p.m.

March 5 will see the second leg of the 10-dog race, 
beginning at noon at the Old Village Winter Crossing. 
At 2:30 p.m., there will be the second leg of the six-dog 
race, followed by the three-dog and one-dog races.

Awards for the dog racing will be presented at 5 p.m.
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DOG SLED RACE 
VIEWING POINTS

1. Old Village Ice Crossing
This is where all the action is before the 
race starts. Teams will be hooked up here, 
and the dogs go crazy with anticipation.  
It’s a sight to behold, but make sure you 
stay well out of the way, as there’s lots of 

dogs.

2. New Town Crossing
Probably the best and easiest viewing 
location. Extra parking is available on the 
ice, and there’s  also good viewing from 
either shore. From here you can see the 
turn loop for the 6 dog race.

3. Sliding Hill at Chamber Park
A great location for the 10 dog race, but 
you won’t see the 6 dog race from here. 
However, you can kill time while waiting 
by sliding down the hill with the kids.

4. Pine Point Bridge
There is limited parking here, but you’ll 
be able to see the turn around loop for 
the 10-dog race

There’s a saying that if you’re not the lead 
dog, the scenery  never changes. If you don’t 
want to get stuck watching the wrong end of 
the dog races, here are some viewing spots to 

experience covering and photographing the 
K’amba dog races.

Best Seats in the House!
Dog Races
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The 2017 K’amba 
Carnival Dog Races 

are dedicated to the 
memory of the late 

Ava Lizotte 
of Yellowknife, NT
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The K’amba Carnival got its name from the white 
Northern bird commonly known as the Ptarmigan.

Known for its distinctive white plumage, k’amba is the 
Dene word for this small, chicken-like bird. It can be 
seen in the area exclusively during the winter, when 
the festival is held.

The name was chosen as the bird kept coming up in 
potential logo designs, and the logo eventually chosen 
to represent the carnival had two of the “northern 
chickens” in it.

According to the K’atl’odeeche First Nation, the white 
bird is also symbolic of the purity of the event.

Behind the Name
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